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ERICH RAEDER 


Section of Indic tment 


Appendix A at pps 33 and 34 


I think it would be convenient in the case of Raeder, if the 
Tribunal were ^oc look at Ex, 2888 PS (US 13) which sets out the 
offices and positions heid by Raeder. 

2888 PS 

The Tribuna. can thus see that Paeder was head of the German Navy 
from 1928 wii 1943, oi the Nazi war machine Raeder's Navy and 
Raeder's backing were kev “actors The Prosecution submits that 
Raeder was an active participant on both the political and military 
level in the Nazi. conspiracy to wage wars of aggression and to wage 


them ruthlessly. 


A, the Building of the German Navy 
The small Navy permitted to Germany under the terms of 

the Versailles Treaty was enormously expanded under Raeder's guidance, 
Indeed his principal contribution to the Nazi conspiracy was his 
building up of the German Navy as a formidable instrument of war to 
implement Hitler's general plan of aggression, 

l. The story of Germany's secret re-armament in violation of 
the Treaty of Versailles is now familiar to the Tribunal, I would 
remind the Tribunal of C 156 (US 42) - "The Fight of the Navy against 
Versailles, 1919 - 1935" which was published secretly by the German 
Admiralty in 1937. This showed that before the Nazis came to power 
the German Admiralty deceived not only the Governments of other 
countries, but even their own Government , their secret measures ranging 
from experimental U boat and E bost builds ng to the creation of secret 
intelligence and finance organizations, 

I venture to draw the Court's attention to a reference to Raeder's 
part, found on page /5 of the book, It is at the bottom of the last 
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C 155 
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page but one of the C 156 extracts in the Document Book. 
"The C., in C.......+e.Versailles Treaty" 

As an iliustration of Raeder's technique I would remind the 
Tribunal of © 141 (US 47), a letter of Kacder's of 10 February 1932 
in which Raeder states that in view of vcimeany's treaty obligations 
and the disarraunen> Jonference, steps must be taken to prevent the 
ist E-boat haif flottilia from appearing openiy as a formation of 
torpedo-carrying boats as it was not intended to count these F-bzats 
against the muber of torpedo~carrving boats allowed them, 

The Document 0 135 is of interest because it suggests that even 
in 1930, the intention ultimately +o attack Poland was already current 
in German military circles. 

' 159 Faces i & 2 
Para 3 refers to the fundamental chan ge which occured when Hitler 
seized power and states significantly 


"Hitler had mage a clear poiitical request to 
build up for him in five years i.e. by 1.4.1938, 


J 
Armed Forces. which he coujd place in the 


balance as an instrument of political power." 

2. The Nazi seizure of power in 1933 was thus the signal to 
Raeder to go full speed ahead on re-arməment. The detailed story 
of this development has already been told by my American colleague 
Mr. Alderman, 

I wouid refer the Cours to: 

i. C 189, in which Raeđe: tells ilitler in June 1934 that the 
German fleet must be developed te Oppose Engiand and that therefore 
from 1936 on the big ships must te armed with big guns to match 

the British King George Class of battleship. It further refers to 
Hitler's demand that the consymiction c “boats should be kept 
completely secret, especially in wiew of the Saar plebiscite, 

ii. In November 1934, Raeder had a further talk with Hitler on the 


financing of naval rearmament when qitier totd hêm that in case of 
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nesd he would get Dr. Ley to put 120 - 150 million from the Labour 


C 190 
US 45 Front at the disposal of the Navy. 
C 190 (US 45) 
C 23 iii. The docwaent C 23 (US 49) stating that the true displacement 


of certain German battleships exceeded by 20% the disvlacement 


reported to the British, is typical of Racder's use of deceit. 
C 166 iv. © 166 (US 48) is another such docuuent, this time ordéring 


US 48 


that auxiliary cruisers which were being secretly constructed, 
should be referred to as "transport ships "0". 
C 29 y. The document C 29 (US 46) signed by Reeder and dealing with 
US 46 
the support given by the German Navy to the German Armament Indust 
Ef C3 ” j > 
is an illustration of Raeder:¢ concern with the broader aspects of 
Nazi volicy. 


vi. A final commentary on vost 1933 naval re-armament is Raeder's 


Letter to the Navy of 11 June 19,0. 


uv 
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l. Raeder welcomed and became one of the pillars of 

Nazi power. He more than anyone was responsible for securing 
the unquestioned allegiance of the German Navy to the Nazi 
movement, 

a. Raeder's approval of Hitler was shown particularly 
clearly on 2 August 193), the day of Hindenburg's death, when he 
and all the men under him, swore a new oath of loyalty with much 
ceremony, this time to Adolf Hitler and no longer to the Fatherland 
as before. 


D 481 481 NGS 1934 p.785 (20 Aucust 1934) 








b. I do not propose to take the Tribunal's time with re- 
iteration of the steps by which the Navy was progressively drawn 


into the closest alliance with the Nazi Party. I would remind 


the Court of facts of history such as the incorporation of the 
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swastika into the ensign under which the German fleet sailed 
and the wearing of the swastika on the uniforms of naval officers 
and men, speak for thenselves. 
C. The Nazis were not ungrateful for Reaeder's obeisance and ; 
: 


collaboration, His servicesin rebuilding the German Navy were 


Widely recognised by the Nazi Press and propagandists. On his 


66th birthday, the Chief Party organ, the Voelkischer Beobachter 


D 448 "It s 
W8. V.B. 25 April, 1942. 
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Raeđer himself, from the time of the Nazi seizure of power 
onwards, became increasingly involved in responsibility for the 
general policies of the Nezi state, 

Le i, Long before his promotion to General Admiral in 1936 
Raeder had become a permanent isember of the very secret 
Reich Defence Council joining it when it was founded on 
bth April 1933. Thus at an early date, Raeder was involved 


both militarily and politically in the Nazi conspiracy. 
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vers communicated. orally cannot be proven 
can be denied by us in Geneva," 


they 
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ii, On .4 Feby, 1930, Raeder was appointed to be a member 


of a newly formed secret advisory council for foreign affairs 





2031 FS 2031 PS Hitler decree 4 February, 1938 
30 RGB E; IT, Hil? 


iii, Three weeks later a decree of Hitler's stated that, as well 
as being equal in rank with a cabinet minister, Racder was also 
to take part in the sessions of the Cabinet. 
2098 PS 2098 FS Eitler decree 25 February 19338 
- 


1930 RGB I.I p.215 


2s It is thus abundantly clear that Racder's responsibility for 


all political Cecisions was steadily developed curing the period 
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19553 to 1938 and that in the course of tine he becane a thember of 
all the nain politica advisory bođies, He was very much a member 
of the inner councils of the conspirators and must carry with thea 
the responsibility for the acts that led to the German invasion of 
Poland in 1939 and the outbreak of War, 
às an illustration, I would remind the Tribunal that he Was 

present at two of the key meetings at which Fitler openly declared 
his intention of attacking neighbouring countries, I refer to; 

i. 386 PS = the record of Hitler's conference at the Reich 
Chancellery on 5th November 19537 about matters which were said 
to be too important to discuss in the larger circle of the Reich 
Cabinet, a docuient which establishes conclusively that the Nazis 
premeditated their crines asainst pence, 

ii. Hitler's Conference on 25 May 1939 at which Hitler 
confirmed his intention to uake a deliberate attack on Poland at 
the first opportunity, being well aware that this must cause 


widespread war in Europe, 


These were key conferences, At others Raeder was also present to 
place his knowlede and professional skill in the service of the 
Nazi machine of aggressive war, 

iii, Raeder's active promotion of the Military planning and 
preparation for the subsequent Polish cuupaign is by now well known 
ana I an not proposing to ceal with this evidence again, Once the 
war did start, Raeder showed himself a master of the nost typical of 
the conspirator's techniques, that of deceit on the grand scale, 
There are few better exaiiples than that of his handling of the 
"Athenia" oase, 


&- The "Athenia", as the Tribuna? will be aware, was a passenger 


liner, which was sunk in the evening of the 3rd september, when outward 


bound to anerica, about 100 lives being lost, 
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b. On 23 October 1959, the Nazi party paper, the Voelkischer 
Beobachter, published in screaming headlines the story “Churchill 
sank the Athenia," (3260 FS) 

Ce We now know that the Athenian was in fact torpedoed by the 
German U-boat U 30, 

d. So unjustifiable was the torpedoeing of the Athenia, however, 
that the Geman navy embarked on a course of falsification of their 
records and on other dishonest measures in the hope of hiding their 
guilty secret, For their part, the Nazi proparandists sought to 
shift the responsibility on to the British, 

ee The Captain of the U 50, Oberleutnant Lemp » was later 
killed in action, but some of his original crew have survived as 
prisoners of war. So that the truth as to this episode may be 
placed beyond a peradventure, I submit to the Tribunal an affidavit 
by a member of the crew of the U 30 as to the sinking of the Athenia 
and as to one aspect of the attempt to conceal the true facts, 

D 654. 


f., Doenitz's part is Gescribed in an affidavit sworn by him, 


i 


D 638 





g. It is right that I should add that the suggestion that the 
Captain of the U 30 sank the Athenia in itistake for a Merchant 
Cruiser must be considered in the light of a document C 191, dated 
22 September 1939, which Col. Philliiaore will put in, which refers 
to Doenitz's order that 

"the sinking of a merchant ship nust be justified 
in the War Diary as due to possible confusion with 
& warship or an auxiliary cruiser," 

he The U 30 returned to Wilhelmshaven on 27 September 1939, I 
subiit an extract fron the Yar Diary of the Chief of U-boats for 
that date. D 659 . 

No reference to the sinking of the Athenia. This is yet another 


lying docunent, 
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ree i.sPerhaps the most elaborate forgery in connection with this 
episode was the forgery of the log book of the U 30 which I submit to 
D 662 the Tribunal D 662, It is a forgery which shows however a curiously 
un-German carelessness about detail. 
The Tribunal will observe: 
i. The first page of the text is a clear substitute 
for several pages that have been removed, The dates 
in the first colwan of this page are in Arabic numerals. 


On the second and more authentic looking page, they 
are in Roman numerals. 
ii, All reference to the action on 3 September is omitted. 
iii. The position at 1400 hours on 3 Septeiber is given 
as AL 0278 which, it is observed, is one of the very 
few positions quoted at all and which was sane 200 
miles west of the position where the Athenia was sunk. 
The course Gue South and speed of 10 knots recorded 
is also obviously designed to suggest that U 50 was 
well clear of the Aathenia's position of that evening. 


iv. Finally, Lenp's signature on page l differs from the 
other signatures in the text. Pace 1 is signed 


with a Roman "p", the others with a script Ba 
The inference is that pace 1 was mace up at some 
other and probably considerably later date. 


je The whole of this Athenia story establishes that the German 
Navy under Raeder embarked on deliberate fraud. Even before receiving 
Lemp's reports, he had denied the possibility of a German U boat being 
in the aren concerne, Charts showing the desposition of U-boats and 
the positions of sinkings of merchant vessels to be introduced by 
Colonel Phillinore, will show the utter dishonesty of these annoucements 
Raeder knew all the facts. Censorship and information control in Nazi 
Germany was so complete, that Raeder, as head of the Navy, must have 
been party to the falsification published in the YVoelkischer Beobachter 
on 23 October 1939 - which was a wholly dishonourable attempt by the 
Nazi conspirators to save their faces with their own people and to 
uphold the myth of an infallible Fuhrer backed hy an impeccable war 
machine, 


Tn view of the maliciousness of the Yoelkischer Beobachter 
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announcement and in fairness te the men of the British merchant 


narine I think it is proper that I should say that, contrary to the 
alle;ation of the Nazi sheet » the athenia of course nađe repeated 


ree 


wireless Cistress signals, which were in fact intercepted and answered 


ips Electra and Escort, as well as by the Nore ogian S.S, 
Knute Nelson and the yacht “Southern Gross", 
Truth mattered little in Nazi propaganda and it would appear 


that Racder's cououflace was not confined to 


tr 


unting his ships 
or sailing then uncer the British flar as he dic in attacking 
Norway and Denuark, 
~ i, I think it is hardly necesary that I should reitind the 
Court of Raeder's leading part in the perfidious Nazi assault on 
Norway and Demiark, the evidence as to which has alreacy been 
presented, 

I must only acd Racder's proud coment on these brutal invasions 


in his letter to the Navy of 11 June, 1940. C 155:- 





the operations of the Navy in the occupation of Norway 

will for all tine remain the creat contribution of the 

Navy to this war", 
iere is a mnan totally without scruple, 

ii, With the occupation of Norway and of much of Western 

Europe safely completed, Hitler turned his eyes towards Russia. 
In fairness to Raeder it is r ight that I should say that Raeder 
niaself was against the attack on Russia and tried to dissuade Hitler 
rom embarking upon it, The docuuents show however, that Raeder 
approached the problem with complete cynicigsna. He did not 
object to the aggressive war on Russia because of its ill egality 
its immorality, its inhwuanity, His only objection to it was its 
untineliness, He wanted to finish England first before soiling further 


afield, 


The story of Raeder's part in the deliberations on the war against 


Russia is told in the doewient C 170, which consists of extracts 
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C 30 
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fron a German compilation of official naval notes by the German Naval 
War Staff. The first showed that Raeder advocated to Hitler an aggressive 
Mediterranean as opposed to a continental land policy, 


C VII/40, 285 


A ee, ` 
> Septenver 1940 (p.11) 


DO 


“Naval Supreme Commander....,..-still necessary," 
C VII/LO, 162 14} Noveniber. ( p.12) 

"Naval Suprene Conmander.....assistance," 

C VII, 2024 27 Deceitber (p.14) 

Whole para, 

å 16, 227 18 Feb. (v.15) 


"Chief, Naval operations (SKL) insists on the occupation of I 
before Barbarossa," 


ialta even 


à 18, 295 23 February. 
"Instruction... s... Barbarossa", 

The next entry shows that by March 1941, Raeder had begun to 
consider what prospects of Naval action the Russian aggression had to 
offer. 

419, 265, 19 March, (p.18) 

"In case of Barbarossa....,.difficult", 

Meantine Mussolini, the flunky of Naziisn, was crying out for an active 
Mediterranean policy, 

AQ, WSK 80 Moy Cp. A)) 

"DUCE. e e cee.eccipletely", 

C VII/41, 173 6 June, 

"Naval Suprene Comiander.......ebastern Mediterranean", 

iii, Once Hitler had imde his decision to attack Russia, Raeder 
sought a role for the Navy in the campaign, The first naval 
operational plan against Russia was a particularly perfidious one, 

C 170, 177) à 22, 165 15 June (p.23) 
"On the proposal.,...,aimed at," 
Keitel provided a characteristically dishonest pretext for this action 


in his letter © 38, p.2 


( 430}. 





NN 


iv. Meantine Racer, as the Tribunal has seen fron the Cocuuent 
[m 152 mm 799% “roa wens ES -LT ayp 44. nant Oo i } Q ; 9 
2 a SP tec}, WAS Urcing hivier 4s carly as 16 March 1941 to induce 
Japan to seize Sincavore, 


Ner 9 wat 7 O47 TT2 D ats” “Dae oe a a a , oy ee è s 
Ly <O april, 1941, Hitler had I OVLOUSIY agreec with this idea, 
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"It is đesirable to base 211 Military measures 
taken on international law; however, measures 
which are considered necessary from a Military 
view provided a decisive success can 
e expected of then, will have to be carried out, 
even if they are not covered by existins inter- 


national law," 
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Nazi state richt up to 194.3, Raeder nust share re sponsibility 


lings in the course of their Wars. 
ll. Quite apart fron this over-all responsibility however, 
there are certain crines which he prosecution subnits were essen- 
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tially initiated anä passed down the naval chain o coiiand by 








Reeder hinself. 
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On 26 October 194.2, the head cf the 


the naval war staff proiulecated 


order of 18 October 1942 to deny the 
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to participate in war crines 
but one example, 


Operations Civision of 


to naval comands Hitler's notorious 


protection of the Geneva 


Convention to captured couliandos, C 179 


I shall now drat to the Tribunal's 


execution of 
Wednesday 
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attack on shipping in Bordeaux 
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Na inder Raecer had 
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S order on this particular occasion. 
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E. Conclusion 

To swiiaarize this part of the Prosecution's case against Raeder:- 
1) He was not just a military puppet carrying out political orders. 
Before the Nazis cane, he had worked actively to rebuild the German 
Navy behind the Reichstag's back, When the Nazis seized power, he 
unreservedly joined forces with them. He was the prine mover trans- 
ferring the loyalty of the German Navy to the Nazi Party. He 
himself was as much a member of the inner councils of the Nazis as 
any other defendant. He accepted memvership of their main political 
advisory bodies, 

He was well aware of their aggressive desirns and assisted 
in their realisation not only as a military technician but also as 
& mendacious politician. and he furthered their brutal methods of 


warfare, 


2) Yet of all the conspirators, he was one of the first to fall from 
his high position, It is in fact true that the extension of the 
war beyond the boundaries of Poland came as a disappointment to hin. 
His vision of a Nazi Armada mastering the Atlantic reckoned withous 
Ribbentrop's diplomacy and Hitler's ideas of strategy. 

£161 

This document dated 10th January, 1943, just before his retirement 
shows how completely he was cheated in his ambitious plans, by a 
slight miscalculation as to when his high seas fleet would be 
required, 

Raeder made a great effort to recover some of his lost glory 
With the surprige ettesk ta an faetfonsiey cavteal Formy, fe mdo 
many efforts to liven up the war at sea both at the expense of neutrats 
and of the customs and laws of the sea. His further schemes however 
were disregarded by his fellow conspirators and in January 194.3 he 


retired and thereafter was a leader in name only. às the record 
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D 655 shows, Raeder asked Hitler for leave to resign but added 


"if the Fuhrer, ccccccece Getails." 
D 655 


This was Reeder's twilight, far different from the scene on 12 Larch, 
1939, when he spoke on the occasion of the Gernaan Heroes Day. 

I refer the Court to the final docwient on Raeder D 653. 
(Read 15th line fron top of 2nd page and lst para on p.3) 
This speech of Raeder‘s is the final oroof of his deep personal 
involvement in the Nazi conspiracy. there is the rewarkable mixture 
of heroics and fatalisia that led millions of Germans to slaughter = 
"men in love with death" as a French writer has Gescribed $ S There 
are the boasts of violence used on the people of Almeria, There 
is the lip service to peace by a man who planned conquest, 


"armed forces anc party have become more and more united in attitude 


and spirit" - there is the authentic Nazi voice. There is the 
assertion of racialisn,. Finally, there is the anti-senitis gesture, 


Re 


eder's contribution to the outlook that produced Belsen 


cn 


Imbued with these ideas, Raeder collaborated with the Nazis 


5 - -~ '{ < 


in their deathly conspiracy for his part in which Raeder nust 


~ 


, 


now bear his full share of responsibility. 
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